Swedish soca ambassador/artistic
director of Soca Rebels, Lars Hansson
displays his collection of CDs which

promotes T&T musical expressions.
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Swedish soca ambassador Lars
Hansson touched down for Carni-
val celebrations in 1989 accom-
panied by his charming Trini
wife Sharmin. He was seduced
by legions of gyrating masquer-
aders in fancy and skeletal cos-
tumes. Throngs were dancing in
wild ecstasy to the sweet sounds
of steelpan, soca, clminey and calyp-
so. Hansson made a quick reso-
Iution to market T&T’s indigenous
musical expressions to his native
Europe.

The band Soca Rebels was born
in 1991. Today, Soca Rebels lays
claims to being the only band
promoting T&T calypso/soca in Swe-
den and parts of South America.
In April, it will be celebrating its
20th anniversary with a concert
at Goteborg, Sweden.

Interviewed recently, Hansson

.o celebrate 20 years of
promoting T&T music in Europe

said: “The first time I came to
Trinidad was in 1989 for Carni-
val. I got interested in the soca
and calypso music.

“I said I must do a soca band
in Sweden. That’s where I got
this idea to form the band Soca
Rebels in 19091”

They have played at Nordic
festivals like Midsummer at Tall-
berg, Svealand. It is an ancient Ger-
manic custom honouring life and
has its genesis in fertility rites.
Swedish folk take to the coun-
tryside and dress in colourful
costumes, resuscitating old-world
traditions and eat their favourite
foods like sweet Baltic shrimp
and eel. Folks of all ages sing
and dance to their hearts’ delight.

Soca Rebels began touring music
festivals throughout Sweden and
Denmark. Hansson added: “I did
lots of gigs to promote Trinidad soca

Continued on Page B18

ABOUT HANSSON

He has two children Sarah and Richard. Sarah Hansson dabbled in
composing. But she has recently been performing with Soca Rebels.

“I am hoping she will continue with the music. | am proud of her.
She likes Trinidad and she likes the soca music.

"Sweden has several pop groups. Both artistes and songwriters are
into pop music. But she likes the soca and calypso,” said Hansson.

While Sweden produces iron ore and Volvo cars, and is home to the
Samer (reindeer people), Hansson's native Goteborg boasts a huge
harbour. “"Goteborg is a huge harbour town. We have cargo ships that
carry goods all over the world. At one time, Sweden used to build

ships.”

1

He added: "Goteborg has a big amusement park. It is Europe”

biggest.”

~ While he loves his modern Sweden, which borders Finland, Norway
and Denmark, Hansson savours T&T weather, beaches and

cosmopolitan peoples.

He said: "It’s very cold. | love the hot weather here. I love the
beaches. | always go to Maracas. | love walking around downtown
Port-of-Spain and seeing multi-ethnic people going by. | love the

energy and vitality of a Trini."



Hansson: Soca
is infectious

From Page B7

and calypso. Then we had radio inter-
views. We brought a Trinidad flag
on stage to promote T&T culture.

“Recently, we have performed at more
companies in Sweden. We play at
the companies parties. We focus on
Caribbean themes. We even do fes-
tivals over South America and the
Caribbean”

Soca Rebels ensemble

Hansson said Soca Rebels is an eight-
member band. The setting is drums
(Anders Howerdal), bass (Bjorn
* Hansson), guitar (Sarah Hansson), key-
board (Mats O Hansson), trumpet (Klass
Nilsson, trombone (Kristian Gustafs-

son), two horn players and two back

up singers (Amanda and Lozano Johans-
son).

Patting himself on the back, Hans-
son said: “I do the lead vocals and I
am the guitarist. I really like the rhythm
and the happy beat with soca. It is
infectious”

He was even more thrilled about
its 20th anniversary milestone.

Hansson added: “We are the only
band in Sweden playing this music. We
are playing other West Indian gen-
res, We are the only ones playing
soca and calypso.”’

As Soca Rebels gear up for its
20th anniversary, Hansson said: “We
would be having Brother Shortman.
Crazy will be a headline act. Of course,
he has to sing Nani Wine, Cold
Sweat and In Time To Come. Short-
man is another big attraction. Gote-
borg is the second Stokholm. It’s

Swedish soca ambassador/artistic
director of Soca Rebels, Lars Hansson

the second largest town”

To date, Soca Rebels has pro-
duced songs like Rebel Jam and
Talk, Soca Nation, Soca Flight, Breath-
less and Party Hearty.

Apart from promoting local music,
he worked closely with two established
artistes Edwin “Crazy” Ayoung and
former calypso queen Shirlaine Hen-

drickson.

Armed with his CDs and four albums,
Hansson boasted he did a Swedish ver-
sion of Ayoung'’s chutney/soca clas-
sic Nani Wine.

“Since then we have been collab-
orating on different tours and albums.

“Soca Rebels has been working with
Shirlaine Hendrickson. We did a
love album with Shirlaine Hendrick-
Son.l’

The CD Raw Soca features Hendrick-
son’s Black Power and Chungsin. It
includes Arrow’s Hot! Hot! Hot!
and Nigel Lewis’ Movin.

SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY

Property Located at:

SEND SEALED BIDS TO:

CONDITIONS OF SALE:

any offer.

Subject to contract.

ous

Lot #7 Mark Avenue, Chin Chin Road, Cunupia comprising of
5,050 sq. ft. of freehold land with a residential building.

Sale price - $1,100,000.00 or Nearest Offer

‘OFFER FOR SALE’

The Manager

RBC Royal Bank

Special Loans Collection Union

2nd Floor, 55 Independence Square
PORT OF SPAIN

1. Terms of payment are 10% down on acceptance of offer with
balance in ninety (90) days.

2. The property would be sold on an “as is where is” basis and

subject to all outstanding Rates and Taxes and outgoings.

The Mortgagee does not bind itself to accept the highest or

Unacceptable offers will not be acknowledged.
Bids close on April 2, 2012.

For further information call 625-7288, Extension 4180, 4006 or t-'llaaoso
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NOTICE
COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY

Into the 1990 Attempted Coup

NINTH
SESSION

Members of the public are advised that the Ninth
Session of Hearings of the Commission appointed
to enquire into the events surrounding the 1990
attempted coup is scheduled to take place from -

Monday March 26th to
Thursday April 5th 2012

hetween the hours of 9:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

at

Courtroom 2
Caribbean Court of Justice
#134 Henry Street
Port-of-Spain

There will be no sitting on Friday March 30th
which is a Public Holiday.

The President of the Caribbean Court of Justice has con-
sented to the use of a designated part of the Court's prem-
ises to facilitate the hearings of the Commission.

Hearings will be transmitted live on Channel 4 and will be
streaming on the Internet at www.1990coe.org

SECRETARY TO THE COMMISSION

0319003
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